What determines the start of prenatal care? Prenatal care, insurance, and education.
The effects of financial coverage, education, race, age, and marital status on the start of prenatal care was studied in this analysis of 85,000 live births that occurred in New York City in 1981. Log-linear models were selected for the three variables prenatal care, coverage, and education after the data had been partitioned by race, age, and marital status. An overall model for the six variables was also selected to determine the relationship between race, age, and marital status and the three principal variables named above. Late or no prenatal care was found to be associated with Medicaid and an education of less than 12 years. For the most part, the association of race and age with late or no prenatal care was mediated by coverage and education. Hispanics, blacks, and teenagers who experienced greater odds of incomplete education and Medicaid insurance experienced greater odds of late or no prenatal care.